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fomenting insurrections to open Russia to a German invasion, the
scale might be turned. The idea was hurriedly canvassed among
officials of the District Staff and met with their immediate approval.
It so happened that Pereverseff, the Socialist Public Prosecutor in
whose keeping were the proofs collected by the Counter-Espionage^
was in the building along with other members of .the Government,
and Rak rushed off to acquaint him with the plan. Pereverseff was
strongly anti-Bolshevik and approved at once, sending to the
Ministry of Justice for the dossier. While the messenger was on his
way, my political chief in the Ministry of Transport, Nekrasoff,
who was among the ministers present, heard of what was proposed
and denounced the scheme violently. A regular battle ensued, but
Pereverseff stood his ground and when the papers arrived handed
them over to a member of the Social Democratic Party named
Gregory Alexinsky. This was a brilliant stroke. Years before,
Alexinsky had been the leader of the Bolsheviks, before Lenin. He
was now a Menshevik, but he was looked on as one of the fathers
of the revolution and was immensely respected in and out of
Petrograd.
A crowd of soldiers had collected in the street outside the
General Staff windows and, immediately he learned what the
papers contained, Alexinsky threw open a window and began to
read the damning information out to them. These ran and collected
others, and Alexinsky read the indictment once again. In a few
minutes the street was swarming with soldiers discussing the scandal
and angrily denouncing the Bolshevik leaders as German spies.
As soon as he saw how the news was being received, Rak sent
Vlassieff and myself hot-foot to the streets to collect soldiers who
had heard Alexinsky and take them with us to other barracks to
spread the information. At the same time Pereverseff rushed off to
communicate the facts to one of the newspapers which came out
with a full account of Lenin's German dealings later in the day.
Long before midnight the Bolsheviks had been completely discredited
even among many of their own regular followers. The Cossacks
were brought out, and with the exception of the fortress of Peter
and Paul and Kshesinskaya's house, the capital was soon again
under Provisional Government control. Next day both these places
were occupied and the troops supporting the Bolsheviks all surren-
dered. The revolt, under threat of which the Provisional Government
had lived precariously for weeks, was over. The Bolsheviks had
shot their bolt and failed.
We lived under an inverted pendulum in these days. So far,
all the tendency had been for the hammer-blow to descend on us
who supported the Provisional Government. Now, almost by a